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Dear Parents 

We believe that homework can be an important part of the learning process for our children, and we want 
to work in partnership with parents to make it successful for all! We have a clear homework policy which is 
accessible on our school website or from the school office, but in addition, we hope that this short guide 
will help make it clear what the school’s homework expectations are, and how you can help your child to 
do their best in school. 

What are the expectations for my child’s homework? 

If you are able, we strongly encourage parents to get involved in supporting their child’s homework 
activities. As your child gets older, the amount of independence in completing tasks increases, however 
parents can still share finished products with their child. Feedback from parents is very important for the 
child! 

At school, we endeavour to give feedback on homework promptly. It will let your child know how well they 
have done and how they can improve next time. This may not always happen through written comments 
from the teacher. Sometimes work will be discussed in lessons or teachers may give individual verbal 
feedback.  

While we believe hard work and achievement bring their own rewards, we want to encourage your 
children to develop good habits that will see them through their schooling. Teachers may therefore choose 
to reward homework completed well. In addition, teachers will nominate a ‘Homework Hero’ each week, 
who will be celebrated in our Friday Celebrations Assembly. If your child is nominated, you will be invited 
to attend the assembly to watch them receive their certificate. 

Where homework in not completed, a child may be asked to spend some of their break or lunch time 
catching up on the work. We will provide a Homework Club for KS2 children to attend after school to 
complete their homework in. This will be 3.00 - 4.00pm on Wednesdays.   

What will my child’s homework be? 

1) Reading 

At St Christopher’s School, we believe reading has the power to unlock every child’s potential. Reading 
teaches children about the world around them – through reading, they learn about people, places and 
events outside their own experience. Reading improves a child’s vocabulary, leads to more highly 
developed language skills, improves the child’s ability to write well, leads to increased independence and 
opens the door to understanding the rest of the curriculum. We therefore believe that the most important 
homework a child can do is to read regularly.  

All children, whatever their age, should be reading regularly at home – even in the holidays! Children who 
read regularly through the school holidays are less likely to take a ‘dip‘ in their attainment when they 
return to school. As detailed below, up to year 3 all children should be reading to an adult at home daily. 
As they get older and develop their skills in reading, children may start to enjoy books on their own in Key 
Stage 2, but that doesn’t mean reading together should stop! Sharing a book at bed time, sharing a book 
with a younger sibling, family story time – reading can be a fun time for all the family, whatever you child’s 
age. 

As detailed below, all children have a home/school communication book or reading record, and we 
encourage you, especially in Reception and KS1, to consider them a dialogue. Let us know how your child is 
doing in their reading at home and expect to see notes from their teachers about their reading in school! 

Reading expectations  
 



  EYFS  KS1  KS2  
  
Homework  

Phonics reading books are sent 
home and changed weekly. 
Children should be reading to 
an adult for 10 minutes a day. 
Additional time should be spent 
discussing the book   

Phonics reading books and 
reading for pleasure books 
are sent home and changed 
weekly. Children should be 
reading to an adult for 15 
minutes a day. Additional 
time should be spent 
discussing the book.  

Children should be reading 
either independently or to an 
adult for at least 20-30 
minutes a day.   

  
Monitoring  

Home/school communication 
book in book bag, please record 
and sign every time a child 
reads.  

Reading records sent home 
with reading books. Please 
record and sign every time a 
child reads.  

Reading records should be 
brought home with reading 
books.   
Please record and sign every 
time a child reads (year 3 and 
year 4)  
Children may record their own 
reading (year 5 and year 6)  

 
In addition to reading, other homework will be set as detailed below: 
 

2) Spellings 
 

  KS1  KS2  
  
Homework  

Year 1:   
Children will receive a sound of the week sheet 
sharing with parents the focus sound from the 
week’s phonics lessons. This sheet will have 
some example words, some creative activities 
to do at home and some handwriting practise.   
  
Year 2:  
Children will receive a spelling list which will 
give the opportunity to try a range of spelling 
strategies to learn 10 words in preparation for 
a test the following week. The number of 
words will increase to 20 words by the end of 
the year.   
  
  

Spelling lists – KS2 classes and Year 2 will 
receive their spelling word lists on a Friday, 
ready to be tested the following Friday. 
Spelling words/rules will be explicitly taught 
each day in class. Spelling lists will be based 
on statutory words, spelling patterns and 
curriculum vocabulary.  
  
KS2 spelling lists will include information 
about the spelling objective for the week 
applied to 20 spellings, a handwriting section, a 
list of strategies to help practise spellings (also 
taught in class) and a challenge to apply 
spellings in sentences.   
  

Monitoring  Phonics are applied throughout the week in 
phonics lessons.   
Spellings are tested each Friday.  

Spellings are tested each Friday  

  
  



 

3) Times tables/maths facts 
 

  KS1  KS2  
  
Homework  

Children may be given maths facts to learn 
and/or times table practice towards the end of 
KS1  

Children should practise their times tables for 
15 minutes every day.   
All children will have a log in to Times Tables 
Rockstars, although alternative methods of 
practising and learning tables are fine.   

  
Monitoring  

Teachers will check homework has been 
completed as needed  

Children will be tested on their current times 
table focus during the math lesson on a Friday. 
Teachers will also monitor use of Times Table 
Rockstars  

  

Homework projects  
 

In addition to the above, teachers will set a termly project homework, linked to the curriculum learning in one or 
more subjects.  

  
My child is in year 6 – how do you get them ready for secondary school? 

 
We believe it is important to set our children up with the independent learning and self-study skills they need to 
succeed as they move on from Primary into Secondary school. Therefore in year 6, teachers set an additional 30 
minutes a week of either English or Maths homework, with the focus each week to be determined by the class 
teacher.  Towards the end of the year, we will start to increase the homework in year 5 to prepare them for year 6. 
 
Homework will be set online, but paper copies will be available if children do not have online access. Children 
completing work on paper will be provided with a folder to keep their homework in.   

 
My child needs extra help! 
 
In addition to the standard homework listed above, where the teacher feels that there are areas of need, children 
may be provided with extra one-off pieces of work or booster packs.  If you are concerned about your child’s 
learning, or feel that they may need to do additional work at home, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 
 
As always, we want to work together with families to offer our children the best learning experience possible. If you 
have any questions or concerns about your child’s homework, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

 


